











It is crucial that there is recognition that autism has important implications for the
educational provision for the child, and that it may influence which school the child
attends or the method of teaching employed in the classroom. The educational
provision for Donald may need to be re-assessed to determine whether it is meeting
his needs or if further support for teachers in understanding and addressing his
difficulties is required.

Psycho-education for parents and teachers about autism, and available support
services, may give them a better insight into the way that Donald perceives the
world and what expectations and behaviours one might anticipate in adolescence.
This in turn may lead to more effective behavioural management at home as well as
increased empathy with him.

Given the multiple contexts within which Donald may be experiencing
difficulties it may be necessary to develop an inter-agency, co-ordinated approach to
any intervention suggested. It is likely that Donald is receiving services from a range
of agencies to address his learning, emotional and behavioural needs, and it will be
important for any new practitioner to be aware of and engaged with this support
network. It may be necessary to have a keyworker to co-ordinate such a multi-
agency approach, and explain the different roles of professionals to Donald and his
family.

Resources — autism and other social-communication difficulties

e Autism Cymru
Training courses
www.autismcymru.org/english/section2.asp

e Autism Northern Ireland
Training courses
www.autismni.org/trainings.php

e Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities
News links, fact sheets, links to organisations, selected publications
www.learningdisabilities.org.uk/page.cfm?pagecode=ISCSAUAR

e National Autistic Society
Pointers to good practice for schools and local education authorities
www.nas.org.uk/nas/jsp/polopoly.jsp?d=303&a=10156

— diagnosis of autistic spectrum disorders — a brief guide for health
professionals www.nas.org.uk/nas/jsp/polopoly.jsp?d=128&a=2224

— publications catalogue
www.nas.org.uk/nas/jsp/polopoly.jsp?d=109

e Teachernet
Good practice guidance from the Autism Working Group
www.teachernet.gov.uk/wholeschool/sen/asds/asdgoodpractice

A mental health care pathway for children and young people with learning disabilities
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